ASid, Amazi: og and Dreadtut . —— — 


RELATI 0) 


4 OS 42 Fl 


Farmers Wife, 
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PE *.WHOQ 


Abuting ber Husband , for Selling Cor 
cheap to the POOR, and wihing, . The Dev 
might Thraſh , the next Day found him Thrafſl 
ing in the Barn, and was by him thrown o 
the Mow, remaining there in a pitious manne 
not 10 be removed , feeding on the Fars « 
Corn, and refuſing all other Food, 


WITH 


Her Deſcription of the DE VIL ; ho' 
he vaniſhed from her , and a great Quantit 
of Corn he lad Thraſhed was found black at 


bu rned, 


oy 
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A Sad, Amazing and Dreadful 


RELATIO Ni 


OF A 


Farmers Wife, 


NEAR 7 x | 
WALLINGFORD in Pak ſpire, l 


WHO 


Abuſing her Hu:hind, f:w Selling Corn 1 
-. cheap to the POOR, and wifhing, The Devi 

.. might Thraſh, the next Day found him Thrafhz 
ing, &c. 


| Any things at firſt view may ſeem toy 
4 Mankind ſa ſtrange and amazing, as toll 
; doubt.or ſtagger his Belief, but then whep FF 
5 " they (crioully deliberate. and find thing. B'$ 
as ſtrange very often as undeniably veritied, the! 
muſt admire the wonderful Order of Providence, 
s in acting and diſpoling of things below 1n ſuch a 
, manner as paſſeth our underſtanding, and this 
extends either to Mercy, in favouring, feeden and k 
proce. Te Mankind againſt Dangers, or in Ponifhs 


| (3 / 
Sit, in bringing on him Want, Mifery and Pu” 
THhment , by Temptations or other grievous | 
| 
| 


ys, as our Sins and Repinings draw upon us, 
#48 when God has given us Plenty ant we thut up 
Jaur Lowels of Compatiion to the Poor, that are 
want, titen Blaſts and Mildews often*fall upon | 
KÞr Corn and Fruits of the Earth, becaufe God, 
$ho gives all increafe, is diſhonoured, by cur 
| ovetouſneſs and Ingratitude ; fo that evil Spirits 
4 
: 


Bc ſometimes made his Minifters of Vengeance in 
RAndry kinds to wreck their Fury, as will ſadly 
» WHpear in the following dreadful Relation, which 
Fs of late occalioned ſo inuch Difcourfe in divers 
Barts of this Kingdom, being, for the ftrangeneſs 
rnFF it, withont parallel : But, not to detain you, 
vil} From the Subject-matter, 
| it fo happen'd of late, That a Rich Farmer 
hom God had bleſſed with plentiful Crops of 
to[\p! Corn for ſome Years paſt, living near Walking+ 
tol | nd, in the County of Bucks z ſo that having his 
ep WÞarns full ſtored, and hearing the Markets grew 
wanty , and the Price was much raifed, (to the 
& Wreat Grief and Pining of the Poor in thefe hard 
e #{ imes, when Work it ſelf is ſcarce, and Money . 
a SiFven by that nor cally to be come by, for the. 
is &&-pplying the craving Neceſlities of a Family in'a 
d i ear Year) he opened ſeveral Mows that had not | 
bs WyFfore been touched and thrathed great quantities, 
© Which he fold in the neighbouring Marker 28nd | 
| A 2 | to / 


.. 


54 (4) 
d ſeveral Mealnen, who came to briy it at ths 
arr floor, thereby geiting goat Rates, by witch 
12ans he ga'nzd conhderabie Suns of Money mure 
nan he expected : But he one £1 "UrnNg COM 
ro.2 Market, and giving his Wifz an Accoun: of 
is Day's Markercin:, 7, and how he hed fold, ſhe 
Xing always ſercre in Exacting, which, it ſeems; 
or quietneſs lake he uſually'did ; or, as ſore ſay, 
he b .ng ſuch a Shrew, he durit not do otherwifſz, 
he b ating all the Rule, ſhe found tF_ the Moy | 
1e had not given her a true Account, and 10 
:oncluded he had unde riold, and forc <> him to 2 | 
freer confeſſion ; which vas, That 1: had openect 
ſome Sacks and ſold to the Poor, Us t were very 
neceflitous and fiocked thither if great Mumbers, 
ſome with Tears in their Eyes, at lower Rates. as 
being moved to compaſſion at rhEir Paryit wEwir 
Necellities and Inabilities to iupper:t tUtcmelves 
and their Children, bidding her be pottent arid, 
expect God's Bleſſing to make it up inanify'd, 


Upan tlits ſhe fell into a paſtonate Race railing 
at bin in 2 grievous manner, caliing nim Fool 11g 
Sot, and that heought to conlicter j11s OWIN- intereſt 
: before that of a narc;l of Whores and kogues. and 
their Baſtards, being a lazy Pack, wlio minded ho 
fo much to work, as to. increaſe the Charge of 
Pariſhes, and to cat up what {he and others la 
boured for,. &c. 


& j# 

The good Man endeavourcd: to pacifie her, by 
Putting her 1n 1inind, that they had plenty and 
tofeit not the wame- If the P82, ahd fince fuch 
4 Mercy wes extended ro them, it was but reaſon 
'or hiis ſake wio had blefled their Endeavours, 
and ziven ir them, that they ihould do ſfoine gosd 
In their Generation. 


* But this not at al] moving Her to pity, ſhe grew 
more outragtous , feying , Voue bad helped ber tc 
| 3% wort) 0; 4 L*CHH) » but mhat ſore had goen by 
| rin; rarly and [i1171z u7 late; and (be nas beholdeu 


f? . x . 
IG HUuC, als 49C Rucr of fur a Farthsms, 
. «a J 


He uo tis pleading the zeodarſs of Providence, 


to [ſhew, her ker error . 1AC grew 1ore enraged, 
calling him Su aid Fool, ſwearing fre would rave 
ber wil'y, an fe ns the Rains fell very much and 
te Harveſt like, or at leaft, as moſt who are for 
Self - intereſt pretend, to he bad, ſhe reſolved, 
that no move thonlkd be thraſhed, bat ſhe would 
have it kw for doarey M.rkcty, which lhe ſaid, 
ſh! forvlaw woul] foun grow ta a great rate, by 
reaſon uy! the Rains. So that by this we. may tee 
what Gud fends as 5 genevds Good, 15 often laid 
hold on by wreich-y] covetous People, to advan- 
tige and inrich themſelves, it grinding the face 
of the Poor. The Man then defied ; he migh 
thraſh ſome to ef} to the Poor People in the Pariſh 
where he lived; who could .get none gt any ate 


(6, 
r at hand. But that was reitled hin, command- 
him to turn off the Taskers, or ſhz would break their 
cks ont of the Barn. This Diſcourſe happening, 
' Farmer was forced to conſent, and ſo payed 
:m off, till he could get their Daine in a better 
mour, and give them further notice: But the 
an being unportuned for Corn , he 'ay 2: her; 
it he nught ſet the Men to work &7.4in, Set the 


en to work | repiied ſhe, angrily, 1he Dent jhall 


aſh it firſt ; or TU ft ou the Mr, 5: ns of the 
rs my ſelf, vefore I! have it '5-(;: -ut to be fold 


pitiful Rates, and ſome other tic jixe Diſcourſe 
ppened between them, and ſo to Bal they went. 
't a lirtle before break of Day the Woman was 
akened with the thundring Noiſe of 1Har!s mm the 
rn, Which made it feem to her as if there had 
0 twenty Men at work : The Woinan, upon 
is, thinking her Husband had fet the Men on 
ofk , waked him and upbraided him with it ; 
1t he proteſtec , That be $.1d &:fcharerd them, and 
ww not of any Boages being tvere, for the K ey of the 
arn lay on the Shelf in the Kitchen, 


The Woman, rot believing him, riſe in a rage, 
) turn out the ſuppoſed Thraſhers, who, hnding 
1e Key as her Husband £2id , funcied nevertheleſs 
hey m_ have got in at-the Pitching-bay, and 
hither ſhe went, bur had no ſooner opened the 
Joor but the Barn appeared yery light within, 
ad' there were neither Gazdle nor any thing or 
COU 


"Py ” 
could reaſonably give it to be ſeen; and there 
found a 2a!l Fellow 5n back a thraſbing, who | 
don? ſo nuuch Work, that there lay huge heap 
Straw , and a little black Boy threw dawn 
Shegves to him as faſt as he thraſhed ; whereat 1 
falling in a paſſi-m, began to treat him þy th Nay 
of Rogue and Villajn, charging him to be gone, or 
would break his Neck: bur he ſeemed not to mi 
har, his Back being towards her, but plied | 
Task, till Anger moved her to ftrike at him aj 
attempt 70 tcar his Hair ; bat ſhe, inſtead of Ha 
ſeemed to lay hold on a Fire, that {corch'd her f 
that ſhe cried out, O Lora, Lave mercy on me, wh 
» the? Whercat the /:pp:/-d Man took ber | 
the Arm, ſaying, 1 go, but you muſt ſlay; an 
canting hir on the Mow, vaniſhed through tl 
Reof in a Cloud of Smoke , taking ſome part of 
with him, asalſo\his lp that attetided hin, 


And now Day-lizh; coming pretty clear, th 
Aoiſe of the Flails ceated, and tle 3} ife not retarning 
he went to ſee why ſhe /tazed, and ſeeing her 0: 
the Mor, called to her ; but ſhe could not ſpeak 
yet in her looks ſhewed much horror and effright 
ment, When going up to her, he found her faſt any 
immoveable, all his ſtrength not being able to Ri 
her : And looking en this as ſome Jxdament, þy 
called fome A*tghboxrs, who prayed for hey x they 
her Speech came to her again, und ſhe conſsſled, # 
W.25 4 Judgment upon her, by the conviflions of fer mind 
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($87 
telling what jo2 had feen, and how ſhe came off the 
Mor, thowj1z the Hole tm :þe Roof, and. pointing to 
the Cory; when they went to jook on jt, bez; 4 
great quantity, Mor®. thazy two Mer; could thr #1 in 
2 Day, they found jt all Wack , parched , and as i! 
were burned, being good for nothing, but to fees 
Hoez ,, and 3t is ailirmed, That the W emzn foor 
iter telling the Story, falling nts Ravimgs, decla, 
red, It was reveated, or whiſpered in her Ear, Tha! 
foe was under the Fuft Hand of God, whom ſhe hat 
offended, and could net be renounced thence, till a cei 
_ tine. And fo fhe continued «ating the Eavs 

ths Cr, refuſing all other Fed . whilſt Prayen 
were made for ia, That God wauld be eral [ 
freer, 4rd remove A Heany Jwerew | from her, 
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